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Since the President’s decision to deploy OXCART aircraft to 
Kadena, we have considered two alternatives to phasing down the OXCART 
program. One is to defer mothballing aircraft at this time but to 
j..c.se ouo all aircraft oy January 1 , 1968. The other is to continue 
o.ie program index initely . ■ The first alternative costs a pproximately 
in FY68. Indefinite continuation would cost r I 


Alter reviewing obese alternatives and discussing them with Dick 
Helms , I have approved. a plan calling for two .A- 12 ’ s' to be mothballed 
in July 1567, three in November, and four in January 1968. In addition, 
1 have directed SAC to be ready to assume the Kadena mission as of 
December 1,1967.. 

This plan will provide adequate resources for the reconnaissance 
oi North Vietnam as directed by the President and will implement his 
January I967 decision to eliminate the OXCART program. 

Sincerely yours. 
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